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What is the CPFO Designation?

◼ Program designed by GFOA
 Self Study

◼ Verify knowledge in government finance

◼ Series of 5 exams
 Governmental Accounting, Auditing, and Financial Reporting

 Treasury and Investment Management

 Debt Management

 Operating and Capital Budgeting

 Retirement & Benefits, Risk Management and Procurement



CPFO Testing Available Online

◼ New in June 2018, tests available 

through ProctorU

◼ Available 24/7 but you must submit 

application 2 weeks prior to taking the 

test

◼ Technical requirements and guidelines 

for the physical space

◼ www.gfoa.org has more information

http://www.gfoa.org/


How will IGFOA support me?

◼ Study timelines

Tortoise - Slow & Steady Passes the Exam!

◼ Recommended Reading

◼ Pages per Day

◼ Review Time

Hare – Cram for the Exam! (And still Pass!)

◼ Recommended Reading

◼ Clear Your Schedule 2-3 weeks Before



How will IGFOA support me?

◼ IGFOA Mentoring Program

Recruit peers with CPFO 

designation 

◼ Provide insight on exam process

◼ Provide support and answer 

questions about the process

◼ Sign up here at Conference!



How will IGFOA support me?

◼ IGFOA Mentoring Program

Facilitate partnering of candidate and CPFO 

designated peer

◼ Geographic Location

◼ Study Habit/Style

◼ Other Important Criteria



◼ IGFOA Mentoring Program

Annual Conference

◼ Short Informational Meeting

◼ Mentoring Sign Up

◼ Sample Materials & Applications

 IGFOA Dispatch

Email Patrice Sutton

◼ psutton@lakecountyil.gov



Study Time-lines

◼ Includes total amount of reading for each 

exam

◼ Provides useful breakout of reading 

requirement for a 90 day study period



CPFO Online Exam Review

◼ Offered through Radford University
 Governmental & NonProfit Assistance Center 

(https://www.radford.edu/content/cobe/gnac.html)

















Where can I find more information?

www.gfoa.org



Where can I find more information?

◼ Reach out to any of our CPFO Team 

members through IGFOA:
Rachel Musiala, Village of Hoffman Estates

rachel.musiala@hoffmanestates.org

Julie Ciesla, CPFO, Peoria County

jciesla@peoriacounty.org

Kristin Kazenas, CPFO,Village of Hawthorn Woods

kkazenas@vhw.org

Patrice Sutton, CPFO, Lake County

psutton@lakecountyil.gov

Laurel Warren, Village of Hoffman Estates

laurel.warren@hoffmanestates.org


